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Presentation Overview

§ Part I: Queering Campus History
§ Part II: Origins of LGBTQ+ Support
§ Part III: Contemporary SOGIE
§ Part IV: Questions/Comments
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Learning Outcomes

§ At the end of this presentation, participants will be able to:
§ Explain why LGBTQ+ campus history at JMU matters.
§ Discuss the evolution of LGBTQ+ support on campus in their own words.
§ Identify opportunities where LGBTQ+ support can grow moving forward.
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Queering Campus History
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Baird's Letter
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Why Campus 
History?
• "Reclaiming" subaltern histories

• Accurate, inclusive, relevant 
pasts > "belongingness"

• Renamed 3 buildings on Quad

• Walking tours & exhibits

• More research needed!

• See our Linktr.ee:
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Origins of LGBTQ+ Support
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The start of Lambda 
Gamma Lambda

§ Spring 1984 started by Luke Adams and 
Joe Hage

§ “JMU sticks out like a sore thumb 
because no group on campus deals with 
rights of homosexuals. The University of 
Virginia, Virginia Tech, William and Mary, 
VCU ad ODU have a gay alliance” - Luke 
Adams
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Spring 1985

§ 'Harmony' was formed
§ SGA approved budget for LGL
§ 'That Thing' published first edition
§ First Gay Awareness Week – April 

1985
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1987/1988 - Student Activism/Community 
Involvement

§ LGL and Harmony participated in the Second National March on Washington 
for Lesbian and Gay rights

§ 1988: LGL participated in the Gay Rights March in Washington DC
§ Contributed a square to the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt
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Early Staff Efforts

§ Counseling Center  - 'Alternative Lifestyles' support group
§ Chris Gatesman – credited with the start of LGBTQ+ resources on campus

§ Advisor to Harmony
§ Helped develop Safe Zone
§ Library in office
§ Be the Change nomination

"For me, the greatest experience came from the opportunity to meet one-
on-one with students, listening to their stories and encouraging them to 
fully participate in the JMU experience without feeling shame or limiting 

themselves because of their LGBT identity," - Gatesman
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Contemporary SOGIE
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SOGIE
§ “Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity & Expression (SOGIE) works toward 

promoting James Madison University's commitment to diversity through 
education, support, advocacy and the fostering of equity for all students, 
inclusive of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions.”

§ Established 2018
§ Emerged from LGBTQ and Ally Education Program (housed in The Well, JMU 

Health Center)
§ Jordan Todd (director) and Cassidy Angelo (asst director) angelocn@jmu.edu
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Questions?
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